














Simi Valley Ham Radio Network News
by Orv W6BI

The SimiNorth site at the north end of Sycamore Road has been used for ham radio mostly
continuously since 1988. We put ham radio network gear up there in about 2015.

Mrs. Gaines passed away several months ago and her children have put the property up for sale.
Assuming we’ll have to vacate the site after the sale, we had to find an alternative radio site to cover the
central part of our valley.
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Fortunately we've gotten permission to put some ham radio network gear on top of the Simi Valley
Hospital patient tower (approximately here: 34.2888, -118.7445). It will sit right next to an existing
radio installation and looks very similar to this.

I had an old ballast mount that was donated from K7AZ in Lompoc. It’s badly rusted and Ron K6RIN
has kindly offered to refurbish it prior to us placing it on the patient tower. The first phase of the
installation will be to put the mount up there and shlep a dozen or so very heavy cinder blocks up there
to hold it down. We'll need a few folks for a work party for this effort!*
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The second phase will consist of adding the network gear: an east-facing sector antenna, a south facing
sector antenna, a (TBD) RF link to the rest of the network, and cabling down to the hospital network
facility on the floor below (along an existing cable path). The sector antennas look like this. Their
radios are clipped on the back of the antenna:

(ed: After that, we just have to wait for a suitable layer of bird doo to collect and
things to start crapping out before we add this site to our list of regular haunts.)
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“Researching local hamfests, and they’re still such an old man thing. 7 am open gates. Grange fair.
Fire house. Greasy breakfast cart. Noon close.

“Can we get like a 3 pm start time at a farmer’s market with snacks, kombucha, and chiptune DJ?”

My reply was, “There’s nothing that I know of that stopping anyone from starting something new.” I would
love to see someone come up with something like a hamfest that’s more relevant for younger hams and easier
for them to attend. It wouldn’t be easy to do, but life’s not easy, is it?

Ham radio needs the hacker ethos now more than ever. Hackers take on difficult challenges because they are
difficult, don’t they? So, let’s get to it.
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13 Souls by Eric KE6MLF
The 13souls run event was held August 26, 2023

This event was held to honor and remember the 13 fallen U.S. service members, killed when a
suicide bomber detonated an explosion at the Karzai International Airport on Aug. 26, 2021 in
Kabul, Afghanistan. This is the second time for this fund raiser event. Last year had some 400
participants who ran and walked along the Arroyo Bike Path.This year we saw at least that
many people who ran, walked, hiked, and rolled.

Brian KM6MIN was net control, Dave KM6FQ was tracking by APRS (or trying too...) from the
start / finish line. Here are some pictures from the event.

The Metrolink station on Los Angeles Ave with a bit of the view.
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Dave FM6FQ at Mission (out of) Control. Where the heck did Brian KM6MIN wander off to?
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From left to right: Greg W6GRG,Ron K6RIN, Donnie KJ6TTN, Richard KN6RCC,
Dave KM6FQ (seated), Kerwin N6YHX, and Eric KEGMLF.
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Eric KB6DJY with three ROTC students from Royal High School at the furthest turn around
point, Madera Avenue.

Not pictured (cause somebody had their hands full of bicycle AND left their cell phone
at home) Tim KN6YSH, and Brian KM6MIN.
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Matt’s Baofeng by Eric KE6MLF

Matt KN6SEC had a UV5R that got cranky. Just what is inside these? Can you fix them?

Here is the front, before application of the hammer and crowbar.
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And backside, battery pack removed.
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Bits removed, circuit board / keypad slid out of the case. The wires are still
attached to the round speaker mounted on the front panel.
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Heatsink (upper left) removed from the circuit board. Silver LCD and pink Z
strips, backlight frame (white rectangle), and LCD metal frame on the bottom left.
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Front of the circuit board. The silver circles are the keypad contacts. The two
rows of tiny gold squares at the top are the LCD contacts. The black blob is an
epoxy covered chip. What kind? - no clue. Maybe the LCD driver.
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