Simi Settlers’ Amateur Radio Club

Short Circuit

Timely Information The next meeting is at the

Simi Senior Center,
Nets of Interest

ACS/ARES Corner 3900 Avenida Simi, Simi Valley.

Thursday January 9, 2024 at 7:00 PM.
Member Updates

The Marketplace

The next Pizza Night is at
Simi Settlers’
Leadership

Toppers Pizza, 2408 Erringer Rd, Simi Valley
January 2 at 6:00 PM

Membership Form
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Nets of Interest

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday | Friday Saturday
LSB Net Condor LSB Net Channel Islands LSB Net SSARC SSB HF Net
8pm 3.908 MHz Connection 7pm | 8pm 3.908 MHz chapter 8pm 3.908 MHz 8:30am
(Plays Newsline) 10-10 International 7.240 (+ or - QRM/N)
SSARC 2 Meter Net* | Frazier Mountain | ACS Area 1 28.34 MHz 40 meter
8:30 pm 224.720-1.6 MHz | Simi Valley at 10AM and 6PM

SMRA-ERN Repeater
146.805 -0.6MHz
PL100.0 or 445.580
-5.0MHzPL100.0

The Newbie net
7 pm, Bozo Repeater
147.885 (—127.3)

PL156.7

SMRA-ERN 7:05pm
Repeater 146.805
-0.6MHzPL100.0 or
445.580 -5.0MHz
PL100.0

ATN-CA Net
7:30pm
http://atn-tv.org/netni

ht.htm

ACS Area 1
Simplex net,
6:45 PMon
145.510MHz

Mesh VOIP Net*
8pm 2.4/5.8 GHzMesh

CW-QRP
9am 7.032 MHz

Quad Squad net
1PMon 21.365 MHz

Additional information on local nets can be found on the CVARC web site at: http://www.cvarc.org

* For more information, see http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/

Here are our 8:30 PM Sunday night net controllers for the next month:

Jan 5
12
19
26

Kevin KD6UTC

Matt N3AR
Ron K6RIN

Matt KN6SEC
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ACS/ARES Corner

Frank Valdez KI60Q is the Area 1 Emergency Coordinator

We are always looking for ACS members that would like to
become Net Controllers. You will receive hands-on training at the
Simi Valley PD (where we normally conduct the Weekly Net). It is both
fun and at times challenging. You will gain valuable experience in
running a controlled Net as well as becoming more than just familiar
with the equipment in the Radio Room at the PD. If you would like to
volunteer for this, just message Frank Valdez at
frankki6og@gmail.com.

If anyone is interested in how to set up your own packet station, RMS Winlink station, or a Mesh
Node, contact Frank, he will point you in the right direction.

The Area 1 (Simi Valley) net occurs Tuesdays. Generally it is just a brief check in, but usually some
news about upcoming events is passed on. Stop by and say Hi. You do not have to do anything
other than check in to test out your simplex or repeater connection.

The HF net during summer months is on 7.242 +/- at 6:30 PM.

Now during the winter, it is back to 3.987 lower side band.

The simplex net is on 145.510 at 6:45 PM.

The repeater net is on the 146.805 (-, PL100) repeater at 7:00 PM.

NOTE: Please be advised that we hold the Tuesday countywide net at 19:30 (7:30PM) on the
Sulphur Mountain WDG6EBY repeater 145.200, minus 600 KHz offset, CTCSS of 127.3. Until
further notice, this will be our standard frequency for countywide communications.

Visit vecomm.org for more updates.

(ed - | send in my packet and winlink check in usually Sunday or Monday night. Leaves me
free to do the voice check-ins with just a handheld while out and about.)
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Member Updates

Holiday Party by Mike KV6I
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SIMI SETTLERS

PICTURE ALBUAM

2023 - 202F
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3D Prints by Eric KEGMLF

Joe W6JWP and | work together. He has acquired 2 filament printers and uses them to make all
sorts of doo-hickeys and thing-a-ma-bobs. Here, for instance, is a printed shipping container for
one of the products our company makes (an optical sensor):
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Here is a fun trinket in the “as printed” form, then assembled:

e trawchits wiad choky
anbok i wy ke

(That is Joe’s boat next to the tiny antenna tower. All he could afford, spent all his money on radios.)
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I, of course, had endeavored to loftier pursuits (prints). Here is my monolith from the 2001 A
Space Odyssey film:
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Really not quite as impressive as you would think, but still a fun movie “action figure”.
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Where is all this leading? Matt N3AR gave me a tiny 3d printed morse code paddle. If | add it to

my other two, then | have a collection. (Got to have 3 or more of something to officially be called a
“collection”, right?)

Here are my Heathkit paddles (with integral keyer), Vibroplex Brass Racer, and the wee pocket
paddle. | do not have a straight key, never used one.
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Humidity by Eric KEGMLF

| have a weather station at home. Built it over 20 years ago, been working fine since. It is

connected to a Raspberry Pl and provides simple weather data to a Mesh web page. Here is the
weather PCB and display. Humidity says 44%.
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Meanwhile, | get these “VWR” things from work, showing time, temperature, and humidity. Rather
than send them out for calibration every year, we just throw them in the recycle bin and get new
ones. | grabbed two to have around the shack. Here are two sitting right next to the weather
sensor. Humidity says 29%. Argh?

In reading up, the humidity sensors can drop in accuracy over time, if they were ever right in the
first place. Time to find a replacement for my weather station sensor.
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Cable Winder by Eric KE6MLF

| have a sheet of “Kydex” plastic laying around. Finally got around to cutting it to size and made a
wire winder for my small radio dipole. Took 10 minutes to cut it and clean up the edges. As |
wound the wires and feedline, | could already see improvements. NOPE! It is the best winder |
have ever made in my lifel. Some times you just have to push the engineers to the side and start

using the product.
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Internet Resources

simisettlers.org - us!

cvarc.org - Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club

k6émep.org - Ventura County Amateur Radio Club
vcars.org - Ventura County amateur Radio Society
pvarc.club - The home of many of the counties repeaters
arednmesh.org - Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network
vccomm.org - Ventura County ACS / ARES

www.arrl.org - American Radio Relay League

archive.org/details/simi-settlers-arc - Our old newsletters!
grz.com - forums, for sale, articles
eham.net - forums, for sale, articles (kind of a zombie site)

www.theborednet.net - a local bulletin board including net schedules and stuff for
sale!

Under the groups.io banner (a free account is required):
groups.io/g/SimiSettlers/messages - A great place to post
groups.io/g/SIMI-VALLEY-HAMMESHNET/messages
vc-acs.groups.io/g/main/messages

vc-acs.groups.io/g/area-1/messages
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Note: Most listings have been sitting around for quite a
while, and so removed. If you wish to re-list, send the editor
an email.

SSARC Marketplace

This section of the newsletter is for Simi Settler club members to post various used or previously
owned items for sale that they may no longer have a need or use of. Please submit a brief
description of the sale items (along with a photo if possible) and suggested price to Eric Oberg
KEG6MLF, the newsletter editor, at least two days before newsletter publication. It is suggested that
a portion of each sale be donated to the SSARC treasury to help support the club’s several activities.
The term “OBO” means “Or Best Offer” and serves only as a starting point in negotiating a fair
price.

MFJ-335 MOBILE ANTENNA MAGNETIC MOUNT

This heavy-duty 5”diameter magnetic antenna mount uses a powerful 2.5 pound magnetic base for
secure mounting on top of most vehicles. It features a standard 3/8-24 threaded receptacle for attaching
various hamstick or other whip antennas as needed. The 9-1/2 ft. length of RG-58 cable has a standard
PL-259 UHF end connector. Typical cost of this magnetic antenna mount from MFJ or DX Engineering
is $29.95.

Condition: Excellent Price: $5 or OBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV6I (805-231-9683)
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COMET CF-4160 DUPLEXER

The Comet CF-4160 is a 2m/70cm duplexer that can act as a splitter to provide separate VHF and UHF
coax outputs that can feed separate 2m and 70cm antennas for dual band transceivers having a single
coax output. Alternately, it can combine outputs from separate VHF/UHF rigs or a transceiver having
separate VHF and UHF coax outputs that can be combined together to use a single coax cable that
connects to a VHF/UHF antenna such as a MFJ-1760 or MFJ-1768 dual band Yagi. For low bands such
as 2m, the frequency range is from 1.3 t0170 MHz. For high bands such as 70cm, the frequency range is
350 to 540 MHz. UHF-type coax connectors provided are a single female SO-239 and two male PL-259
connectors. The Comet CF-4160 duplexer currently sells for $52.98 from GigaParts.

Condition: Excellent  Price: $5 or OBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV61 (805-231-9683)
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