Simi Settlers Amateur Radio Club

Meeting Program
October 13, 2005

“HD” AM and FM Commercial Broadcasting

Our October program is about digital radio transmission standards. Lyle
Henry, a very experienced radio engineering consultant, will be our speaker.
Do you know that many AM stations are already broadcasting a digital signal
along with their normal analog signal? The digital spectral components
introduce new problems of co-channel and adjacent channel interference.
Also, Lyle will tell us about piggybacking digital signals onto FM broadcast
signals.

Lyle has recently been involved with the installation of many FM station
upgrades to support MSN Direct, an FM digital subcarrier that sends digital
data for sports, stocks, etc. to wristwatches. Dick Tracy move over!!

Raffle and Auction for October

We have run out of items to auction!! Our last item, the KLM TriBand antenna, will
be auctioned on Ebay.

RAFFLE DOOR PRIZES for October:
ARRL Repeater Directory 2005/2006
Fuse/Switch terminal blocks
Leather work gloves

Simi Valley Days Parade

We won First Prize for Civic Clubs!!! Our “Sink the Titanic” float was a great
hit. We got a lot of public exposure in the parade and in an article featured in
the ACORN newspaper the day before the parade.




Ed Richards (K6UUZ) supplied a code and voice announcement and a
flashing light. We used Allen’s (KA6WGO) trailer, Rick’s (KEDQE) shop,
Spence’s (N6IWY) vast artistic skills, and the hard labor of John Percival
(WI160), John Mendes (N60OMI), Pat Nelson (KF6RMI). Luke Manquen
(KE6QIB) provided his Ram pickup as the tow vehicle. Everyone had a great
time working together and having fun.

We received a nice statue trophy for our winning entry. (Dale is holding the
trophy in the above picture.) Each member who participated in building the
float will get to display the trophy for a month, with Ed Richards being the first
participant on the list.

We Need a New Treasurer

Deanna Smitha, W6DWS, our elected secretary, has tendered her resignation
due in part to her evening/night work schedule. We understand the strains of
trying to keep obligations to family and employer, especially when commuting
to Inglewood. Thanks for the good try, Deanna.

That means we need a new Treasurer ASAP. The Treasurer’s responsibilities
include:

Collect dues

Keep the membership roster up to date

Sell raffle tickets and administer the perpetual membership raffle

Maintain the financial records of the club.




We MUST fill this position. Please step forward and lend a hand!

The Pres Sez

Well, we did it! We built a great float! Teamwork was the key ingredient.

Our next chance to get together to work as a team will be in November. We
want to use the equipment donated last year by Harry Hall to build a self-
contained portable emergency communications station. Ed Richards has
agreed to act as Project Coordinator for our ‘Grab and Go’ project.

During the recent Chatsworth fire, our guys at the Red Cross shelter had
problems with the radio gear, illustrating our need to plan and build ahead for
emergencies. Once the portable station is planned out, we will gather for a
Saturday work session in November to build and test the station. Everyone is
invited to participate.

Weather Spotter Classes Coming Up

Weather Spotter NEW INFO

If you would like to attend a Weather Spotter training session, please note:

October 18 6-8 p.m. Maibu Public Library

October 24 7-9 p.m. Santa Clarita City Hall

October 257-9 p.m. Oxnard National Weather Service Oxnard

Please RSV P to 805 988-6615 x466 to reserve a space.

Thisisavery interesting and educational presentation.

Y ou can also go to http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/lox/spotter/ntml/ for online training
with 31 slides in a packaged slideshow. The last slide has information on how to file
an online application.

From Peter Grace KB1CVH

Hi Dale -

I@n visiting my family back east right now.
| was at the Hosstraders Flea Mkt in Hopkington NH on Friday 10/7/2005.
Could you share this url with the club? It has pictures.

http://www.flickr.com/groups/49778361@N00/pool/show/

The flea runs two days, but | was only there on Friday 10/7 so far.
Rain is expected on 10/8, which will make it @teresting©

Thanks, Peter, for this interesting link.

The Beloved PL-259

By Tim Stoffel NS9E




If you know how to properly solder one of these connectors, they are

just fine. Most of the problems with them come from either failure to

pay attention to stripping dimensions, or improper soldering. A few tips
from my extensive experience with these connectors (a 10 band Amateur
Radio VHF contesting station, using just about every RF connector known
to man).

1. For cables not needing an adaptor, strip the outer jacket back just
past where the solder holes are in the connector body. Make sure the
face of the dielectric is square and flat. Make sure no shield wire
strands can make it on to the flat face of the dielectric. In general,
disturb the shield as little as possible.

2. For cables needing an adaptor, make sure the shield strands are
evenly spaced on the adaptor before screwing it into the connector body.
(I like to comb them out straight, although this is not necessary.) The
dielectric should extend just slightly beyond the end of the adaptor and
shield wires. This will help ensure no broken shield wires will short to

the center pin. Trim the shield wires to end before the adaptor threads.

3. Use a silver/teflon connector, if possible. The most important reason
for using silver/teflon connectors is ease of soldering. If these are
not available, be ready to use a little more heat when soldering.

4. When soldering the shield, heat the connector body thoroughly near
the holes. The body should be hot enough for solder to freely flow into
the holes. The shield should soak up a lot of solder. Make sure you have
soldered all four holes. If you have done this properly, the entire area
around the holes should be tinned all the way around. If you used an
adaptor, the adaptor should not be able to be turned after soldering.

5. Don®handle the connector for about 5 minutes after soldering the
shield. Then, solder the center pin.

If you follow these tips, the connectors should give you years of rough
service.

Club Project for this year

We would like to use the VHF/UHF equipment donated by Harry Hall (see
story near top) to build one or two Grab and Go portable emergency stations
that would be available for ARES/RACES activities. The club will contribute
enough money to fill in any supplies that need to be purchased.



We are in the planning stages now, and work will begin after we complete our
Simi Valley Days Parade project. We will probably gather for at least one
Saturday Workfest to build the station(s). Any and all volunteers welcome.

RACES Renewals

For those of you that need to renew your ARES/RACES White Badge in the
near future, Jackie is back on the job. Please call 805-654-5084 to renew your
White Badge.

All you should have to do is give her a call, tell her that you want to renew your
RACES Disaster Service Workers White Badge, and it should be done.

You will receive your new badge in the mail, along with a return envelope to
send back your old badge.

Last Month’s Program

Dick Burden gave a very interesting review of the evolution of American
broadcast television from the early days to the new ‘HD’ digital formats.
Thanks, Dick, for sharing this information. We also enjoyed your tribute to our
SK Jay Baker, WAGBEB, Dick’s longtime friend.

The Crystal Ball

Upcoming guest speakers:
November is still open.
December is the annual Holiday Party at Mike Tweedy’s house.

In January we will start the year with a visit to the Simi Valley Police
Department to learn about their new radio system. We will meet at the EOC.

Simi Settlers Amateur Radio Club
General Membership Meeting September 8, 2005

Call to Order President Dale Manquen, KO6VO, called the meeting to order at 7:32pm.
Doug Dubrall, WAGBRJN, led our recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.
Four Board Members were present. The total attendance was 12.

Introductions: After Dale welcomed members to the meeting, a round of introductions
was held with members giving a brief word on their recent activities. Our
Historian, Patrick Nelson, KF6RMI, said that he has been compiling photo
albums for the Club.

Program: Dale introduced our guest speaker Richard (Dick) Burden. Dick is a
broadcast systems engineer who got his start working at a college radio




Break:

Announcements:

Simi Valley Days:

Auction:

Member Drawing:

Prize Drawings:

Adjournment:

station. He came to California in 1972 to work on the travelers’
information radio station at Los Angeles airport (LAX). He was also
involved in the beginnings of FM Stereo Broadcasting. Dick received a
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Society of Broadcast Engineers for
55 years of service. Dick related the early development of TV and
improvements up to the present with HDTV and the plan to change from
analog to digital broadcasting. The change may occur sometime between
2006 and 2008. During his talk, Dick gave a tribute to his longtime friend,
the late Jay Baker WAG6BEB.

A ten-minute refreshment break was taken at 8:45 pm.

Roger Armstrong, WD6EVT, mentioned that there is still incorrect
information for our Club’s website listed on the ARRL Santa Barbara
Section website. It lists the old address from before we obtained our new
“simisettlers.org” address. (This has been corrected. Ed)

Dale reported that we have scheduled a work party on Saturday
September 10 at Rick Galbraith’s home, starting at 9am, to build our float
for the Simi Valley Days parade. A photographer from the Simi Valley
Acorn will come to the work party to get a picture for an article about our
Club. The article will mention the Field Day donut donations to our Club
made by the owner of Spudnuts.

It was planned to auction the KLM Tri-Band antenna, donated by Jay
Baker’s family at this meeting. However, it was suggested that we could
try to sell it on EBay. Ed Richards, K6UUZ, said he would offer it for sale
on EBay.

The monthly membership was held and Spencer Smith, N6IWY, was
present to win. The fund for this prize will therefore be $5 for the meeting
in October.

The monthly prize drawing was held with the lucky winners selecting their
prizes.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 pm.

Submitted by: Secretary, John Percival, WI60

Information from Our Treasurer

The club is still solvent, thanks in part to the several auction items over the last
year, but we have now run out of items to auction. It is now time to pay dues

for 2005-2006.

Amateur Television (ATV)




If any club members are interested in experimenting with ATV, the Club recently
acquired a 23-element ATV beam antenna (for 900 MHz?) that is available for
experimentation. This unit technically belongs to the City of Simi Valley, and is
therefore not for sale, but it can certainly be loaned out.

For additional ATV information, contact Bryon Foster, N6IFU.

RACES NET ON TUESDAY NIGHTS

Everyone is invited to check in to the RACES NET every Tuesday night at 7:10
p.m. on the Simi Valley Repeater (147.93 — PL 127.3). The local 7:10 net is
followed by the county-wide RACES NET at 7:30 on the SMRA Repeater
(146.880 — PL 127.3)

The latest issue of the Ventura County RACES newsletter is available at
http://homel.qgte.net/res19999/index.htm.

SSARC Stockroom — More goodies

Don't forget that the Club has a supply of components in our SSARC
‘Stockroom’. Most of these items were acquired through Orv Beach (W6BI)
when MICOM shut down their engineering lab. All items are free to club
members (in reasonable quantities.) So far, Spence and Michael Selden are
the only members to take advantage of this resource. Parts categories include
cables; fans; EMC filters, cores, inductors and shielding; solid and stranded
wire and some semiconductors. A complete inventory list is posted on our
Club Website. Call Dale Manquen at 529-2496 for access to these parts.

Tidbits

Nets of Interest

Here'salist of afew netsthat might be of interest to my fellow Simi Settlers.
Please let me know if any of you have other nets that you would like meto list.
Hope to hear afew of you on the bands.

1.925 MHz AM Tuesday, Thursday nights at 8 pm

3.908 MHz LSB Tuesday, Thursday, Sunday nights at 8 pm

7.039 MHz CW-QRP Saturday mornings at 9 am

14.265 MHz USB every night 9 pm (trying to contact WK7ED Ed Meyer on his cross country road trip)
144.240 MHz USB Sunday, Wednesday nights at 8 pm

222.100 MHz USB Monday night at 8 pm



449.360 (-) pl 167.9 every night at 8 pm

1296.100 MHz USB Friday night at 8 pm

Weather Spotter NEW INFO

If you would like to attend a Weather Spotter training session, please note:

October 18 6-8 p.m. Maibu Public Library

October 24 7-9 p.m. Santa Clarita City Hall

October 257-9 p.m. Oxnard National Weather Service Oxnard

Please RSV P to 805 988-6615 x466 to reserve a space.

Y ou can also go to http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/lox/spotter/html/ for online training
with 31 slides in a packaged slideshow. The last slide has information on how to file
an online application.

Simi Settlers’ Officers

President Dale Manquen KO6VO (805) 529-2496 dmanguen@msn.com
Vice President Spencer Smith N6IWY N6IWY @sbcglobal.net
Secretary John Percival WI60 percivaljohns@cs.com
Treasurer Vacant
Historian Patrick Nelson KF6RMI

Committee Chairpersons
Membership Richard Johnson snurpus@aol.com
P.I.O Vacant
Webmaster Doug Dubrall WAG6RIN wabrjn@arrl.net
Newsdletter Vacant (Dale Manquen acting Editor)

Monthly Meetings

Our normal meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. every second Thursday of the month except December at the
Seventh Day Adventist Church at 1636 Sinaloa Road between L.A. Avenue and Royal.




Simi Settlers' Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 2125
Simi Valley, CA 93063-2125

Next General Meeting
Thursday October 13, 2005
7:30 p.m.

Tak-in Frequency: 147.93MHz
- Offset PL 127.3Hz
Seventh Day Adventist Church




